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LETTER OF RESPONSE TO COUNCIL COMMENTS FOR 
RESIDENTIAL FLAT BUILDING AT 3 WISTON GARDENS, DOUBLE BAY

Dear John

Reference is made to your request to provide a letter of response to Council’s comments for the 
proposed residential flat building at 3 Wiston Gardens, Double Bay (proposed plan attached as 
Annexure A). This letter is in response to Woollahra Municipal Council’s comments within a letter 
dated 9th September 2020 for DA Number 325/2020 (for your reference, attached as Annexure B). 
The comments made by Council relevant to traffic and parking are shown below (italicised) with 
McLaren Traffic Engineering’s (MTE) response thereafter.

Request for Additional Information

2. Vehicular Access and Parking Arrangement

Preliminary assessment of the submitted architectural plans has identified the following issues 
which shall be addressed by the applicant prior to further assessment:

a) Pursuant to Clause 3.2.4 of AS2890.1, a 2m x 2.5m pedestrian sight splay, clear of any 
obstructions to visibility, shall be provided on both sides of the driveway exit. In this 
regard, any proposed structures (such as landscaping, front fences and driveway gate) 
located within these splay areas shall be relocated/redesigned to prevent obstructions 
to visibility.

MTE Response: As shown in Figure 1 of this letter, the pedestrian sight triangle of 2 x 2.5m is to 
be clear of obstructions higher than 600mm (including the proposed landscaping and front fence). 
This is standard practice for MTE and is based on being half the typical driver height, as per 
AS2890.1, being 1.15m high. It is usual and expected that a design certificate be required at the 
Construction Certificate stage, where this sub-600mm requirement can be conditioned as a required 
change for compliance with AS2890.1:2004 if it elements within the 2 x 2.5m pedestrian sight triangle 
shown in Figure 1 exceed 600mm..

As per Figure 3.3 of AS2890.1, the sight triangle is not required on the entry (south western) side as 
the proposed driveway is two-lane and two-way.
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FIGURE 1: PEDESTRIAN SIGHT TRIANGLE ON EXIT LANE

Request for Additional Information

2. Vehicular Access and Parking Arrangement

b) The proposed vehicular crossing is to be 5.5m wide and be constructed at right angle 
to the street kerb. The centreline of the new crossing shall be aligned with the centreline 
of the internal driveway at the property boundary.

MTE Response: As demonstrated in the swept paths attached in Annexure C, the access driveway 
has a minimum width requirement of 5.8 metres to facilitate compliant two-way passing between a 
B85 and B99 vehicle. The verge/vehicle crossover between the subject site and Wiston Gardens is 
outside of the boundary of the subject property. In the opinion of MTE, the 5.8 metre width should 
extend from the subject site's property boundary to the frontage road (the vehicular crossing) to allow 
compliant two-way passing.

Further, it is worthy to note the proposed 5.8 metre access driveway is far superior to the existing 
five (5) garage wide driveway splay stretching almost 17 metres along the subject property’s frontage 
to Wiston Gardens.

c) Request for Additional Information

d) 2. Vehicular Access and Parking Arrangement

e) Dimensions showing that the proposed driveway for the first 6m from the property 
boundary is at a maximum grade of 5% to comply with AS2890.1.

Residential Flat Building 
3 Wiston Gardens, Double Bay 
200391.02FA - 16th September 2020

Page 2 of 9



jf\

Traffic Engineering & 
lead Safety Consultants

MTE Response: As per Clause 3.3 (a) ofAS2890.1, the proposed driveway is compliant as it meets 
the three conditions allowing for a grade up to 1 in 8 (12.5%). The maximum proposed driveway 
grade is 1 in 14 (7.14%), therefore compliant to >482890.1.

Request for Additional Information

2. Vehicular Access and Parking Arrangement

Revised architectural plans addressing the above issues shall be submitted to Council for 
further assessment.

MTE Response: The additional information requested by Council relevant to traffic and parking 
(attached in Annexure B and extracted throughout) have been addressed within this letter and if 
deemed necessary by Council, can be satisfied by conditions at the Construction Certificate stage. 
As such, no alterations with respect to vehicular access and the parking arrangement are required 
to the submitted Development Application (DA No. 325/2020) set of architectural plans.

Please contact Mr Tyler McLaren or the undersigned on 02 8355 2440 should you require further 
information or assistance.

Yours faithfully.

McLaren Traffic Engineering

Craig McLaren 
Director
BE Civil, Grad Dip (Transport Engineering), MAITPM, MITE 
RPEQ 19457
RMS Accredited Level 3 Road Safety Auditor [1998]
RMS Accredited Traffic Management Plan Designer [2018]
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